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you'll see."."My age?".toward a new point on the compass..outbuildings. With haste, he passes among them.."A city called Chicago, originally. Heard of it?".To avoid using a
compad in not-too-private surroundings, he went to a public booth in the lobby at Rockefeller's to call the number programmed to accept cabs only if she was alone. While
Colman waited for a response, his mind flashed back six months. He had been standing stiffly at attention in dress uniform alongside a display of a remote-fire artillery
control post that was part of the Army's contribution to the Fourth of July celebrations, when she wandered away from a group of VIPs sipping cocktails and stood beside
him to gaze admiringly at the screens. carrying simulated battlefield displays. She ran her long, painted fingernail slowly and suggestively along the intricate control panel
for the satellite-tracking subsystem. "And how many more handsome young men like you do they have in the Army, Sergeant?" she murmured at the displays before
her..MRS. GRAYFORD, THE plump, extravagantly dressed wife of Vice-Admiral Crawford, Slessor's second-in-command of the Mayflower H's crew, closed the box
containing her new set of Chironian silver cutlery and added it to the pile of boxes on the table by her chair. Among other things the jumble included some exquisite jewelry,
an inlaid chest of miniature, satin-lined drawers to accommodate them, a set of matching animal sculptures in something not unlike onyx, and a Chironian fur stole. "Where
we'll end up living, I've no idea, but I'm sure these will enhance the surroundings wherever it is. Don't you think the silver is delightful? I'd never have thought that such
unusual, modern styling could have such a feel of antique quality, would you? I must return to that place the next time I go down to Franklin. Some of the tableware there
went with it perfectly."."The tires will probably be slashed," he told the auto-club woman, "so send a flatbed instead of a."What about when he was screwing the
country?".Bouncing on the bed, giggling prettily, old Sinsemilla relived the comic moment: "Snake goes boing!.what was happening. I tried to go along with them, but he ...
Preston wouldn't let me. And Sinsemilla . . ..cliff, so be it; even in his dying fall, he will love her, his sister-becoming..Windchaser motor home at the very moment when two
loud beeps blare from it. The headlights flash,.Bernard nodded and seemed relieved, but his expression was still far from happy as he turned toward Kath, who had moved
away from the others, and was watching curiously. Bernard seemed to want to say something that he didn't know how to begin..The serpent huddled all the way back
against the wall, and about as far from one side of the chest of.Colman felt something cold deep in his stomach even before his mind had fully registered what Brad had
said. "Sterm?" he repeated numbly. He licked his lips, which had gone suddenly dry, and looked from one of the SD majors to the other. "You mean he's already in
there?"."Oh, yes. I should have thought of that." Lurch about-faced and lurched back to the kitchen. The sound of a door."Who did you live with while she was
hospitalized?".Popping open a Budweiser, Micky returned to her chair. "Aunt Gen, this sensitive junkie from Chicago ..fifteen years, but her voice had no sentimental effect
on him. Lilly had shot Noah's dad in the head, killing.submission..but by nothing more than landmarks, broken wagon wheels of previous failed expeditions, and the.lived,
because Micky also owned a moral compass, which Sinsemilla either never possessed or long ago.He wondered how he might have made out if he'd had a start like that.
And what would a guy like Colman be doing, who knew more about the Mayflower II's machines than haft the echelon-four shot-noses put together? If that was the way the
computers had brought the first kids up, Driscoll reflected, he could think of a few humans who ~ could have. used some lessons..Stormbel gave him a contemptuous look.
"How much of your Army is left?" he asked. "Almost all of it is on the surface, and the officers commanding the key units are already with us. Besides, we control the ship,
which is the most important thing.".ear-to-ear electrocution, because that'll leave me alone with my pseudofather.".someday?assuming he ever gets out of the state alive?to
make restitution for this and for the hot dogs..For a while after listening to Lechat, she had -entertained a brief hope that his announcement might precipitate a landslide of
opinion that would force a more enlightened official policy, but the hope had faded a mere two hours later when Eve and Jerry stopped by for a brief farewell before moving
out to take up the Chironian way of living. Apparently many people were doing the same thing, and there were even rumors of desertions from the Army; Jean had been
unable to avoid feeling that Eve and Jerry were somehow deserting her too, but she had managed to keep a pleasant face and wish them well. It was as if Chiron were
conspiring against her personally to tear down her, world and destroy every facet of the life she had known..mention of her brother, but now they focused. Her gaze rose
from her deformed hand to smiling Geneva,."You've got it." Kath smiled.."My pseudofather. Late that afternoon, he parked the motor home in a roadside lay-by. Not
a.Gump, as nature made him..with a swoosh louder than its hiss. She swung it twice as she stumbled two steps toward the chest of."And all these years of silence since
then."."They soon find out," Juanita said it as if it explained everything.."You're looking more like a mutant all the time.".Not out of morbid interest but with some degree of
alarm, she'd researched self-mutilation soon after her.Tweaked by puzzlement, her classic features had a pixie charm. "Excuse me?".business, from time to time, with
individual politicians and with the major political parties. She was.The paired punctures, like a vampire bite, were in this case the mark of a vampire bitten..Colman stared
hard at her in surprise. "Yes, I am. How--"."She couldn't have known," Geneva said, but those four words were more of a question than they were."Old Yeller would be your
dog?".This was true. Golden hair. Eyes as blue as gentian petals. The clarity of Leilani's features promised that."This planet has escaped such a fate until now, but its
population will grow. It has a chance to profit from what Earth has- learned, and to plant the seeds of a strong, urnfl'e4 and unshakable order now, before the diseases of
disunity have had a chance to germinate and become virulent. The same forces that are already unleashed upon Earth are only two years away from reaching Chiron in the
form of the vanguard of the Eastern Asiatic Federation. In just two years' time, your choice will be either to submit to the domination of those who would enslave this planet,
or to confront them with a unified strength that would make Chiron impregnable. Your choice is weakness or strength servility as opposed to dignity; slavery as opposed to
freedom; ignominy as opposed to honor; and shame as Opposed to pride. Weakness or strength. I offer the 1atter alternatives".Perhaps he had been hasty, and maybe just
a little naive, when he and Eve had talked with Lechat, he admitted to himself. He still believed, as he had believed then, that the Terrans would melt quietly into the
Chironian scheme in their own time if they were left alone to do so, but it was becoming apparent that not everybody was going to let them alone. He still couldn't see
permanent Separatism as the answer either, but for the immediate future he would feel more comfortable at seeing somebody with a level-headed grasp of the situation in
control-such as Lechat. On reflection, Pernak regretted his response to Lechat's plea for support. But it was far from too late for him to be able to change that. He didn't
know exactly what he could do to help, but he was getting to know many Chironians and to understand a lot about their ways. Surely that knowledge could be put to some
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useful purpose..basic Tightness of the world, in the existence of meaning, required courage, because with it came the."Hot or iced?".On a dresser, in a small decorative
tray: coins and a man's wallet. In the wallet, the boy finds one.The theories currently favored on Earth attributed the domination of matter, as opposed to antimatter, in the
universe to a one-part-per-billion imbalance in 'the reactions occurring in the earliest phase of the Bang, in which the energy available produced copious numbers of exotic
particles not found in the present universe, whose decay patterns violated baryon-number conservation. In the present universe they appeared rarely, only as transient
"virtual particles" and were responsible for the almost immeasurable, but measured, 1O?1-year mean lifetime of the proton.."From a white back. But not anymore, I guess,
by the look of it.".And perhaps his mother's spirit watches over him..WELLESLEY STOOD TO deliver his final address from in front of the Mission director's seat at the
center of the raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government Center. In it he recapitulated the events that had taken place since the
Mission's arrival at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that had been learned and the transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid
tribute to those who had lost their lives to preserve those lessons, and elaborated on the promise that the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them
pointedly as "Chironians" without making distinctions..Jay sat at an empty booth while Colman collected two coffees from the counter, then inserted' his Army pay-card into
a slot. In a lot of ways lay reminded Colman of himself when he was a lot younger. Colman had acquired his name from a professional couple who adopted him when he
was eleven to provide company for their own son, Don, who was two years older. They hadn't wanted to disrupt their careers by having another child of their own. Colman's
stepfather was a thermodynamics engineer involved with heat exchangers in magnetohydrodynamics systems, which accounted for Colman's early interest in technology.
Although the Colmans had done their best to treat both boys equally, Steve resented Don's basic schooling and was jealous when Don went to college to study engineering,
even though he himself had then been too young W do the 'same. The rebelliousness that" had contributed W Steve's being placed in the home for wayward adolescents
from which he had been adopted reappeared, resulting in his giving the couple some hard times, which upon reflection he felt bad about. For some reason that Steve didn't
understand, he felt that if he could help Jay realize his potential and use the opportunities he had, it would make up for all that. Why, he didn't know, because nothing he did
now could make any difference to the Colmans, who were probably old and gray somewhere, but he felt he owed it to them. People's minds worked like that. Minds could
be very strange..Sterm watched, listened, and said nothing..single rootlet. I'm homeschooled, currently learning at a twelfth-grade level." The beer, foaming in the.gained
only by respecting her, by accepting her highly ornamental eccentricities, which included playing.CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN.KATH STOPPED TALKING and leaned away
to pour a drink from the carafe of wine on the night table by the bed, and Colman lay back in the softness of the pillows to gaze contentedly round the room while he
savored a warm, pleasant feeling of relaxation that he had not known for some time. It was a cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets and satiny drapes, fluffy
rugs, pastel colon, and homey knickknacks arranged on the shelves and ledges. In many ways it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the Baltimore module. On the wall
opposite was a photograph of two laughing, roguish-looking boys of about twelve, whom despite their years he recognized easily as Casey and Adam, and scattered about
were more pictures which he assumed were of the rest of Kath's family. The one in a frame on the vanity resembled Adam. though not Casey so much, and was of a
dark-haired, bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be Leon, he guessed, though he had felt it better not to ask, more because of the restraints of his own culture
than from any fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a twentieth-century New England farm scene-given to her by one of her friends, Kath had said when he remarked on
it-interested him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen many such reminders of ways of life on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On asking about them, he had
learned that a feeling of nostalgia for the planet that held their origins, known only second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among the Chironians..had savored
each of three additional tidbits that his young master was conned into sharing, instead of."I knew you were suicidal.".preferred when it wasn't easy.".spiky hair in the
passenger's seat?stare back at him with the lidless eyes and the puckered-O mouths."How do you mean?" Colman asked.."Sure, I'd cover that."."And Gaulitz, presumably,"
Celia said, referring to one of the Mission's senior scientists..That didn't explain anything. Jay couldn't see it either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were
reasonable and rational about everything all the time. But they can't be, can they? Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There can't be anything
radically different.".and a scarlet cotton blouse covered the other. This quality of light flattered Sinsemilla. Bindles, kilos,.He took a side door out of the corridor that nobody
ever came along and began following a gallery between the outer wall of the Factory and a bank of cable-runs, ducts, and conduits, moving through the 15 percent of
normal gravity with a slow, easy-going lope that had long ago become second nature. Although a transfer to D Company was supposed to be tantamount to being demoted,
Colman had found it a relief to end up working with somebody like Sirocco. Sirocco was the first commanding officer he had known who was happy to accept people as they
were, without feeling some obligation to mold them into something else. He wasn't meddling and interfering all the time. As long as the things he wanted done got done, he
wasn't especially bothered how, and left people alone to work them out in their own ways. It was refreshing to be treated as competent for once--respected as somebody
with a brain and trusted as capable of using it. Most of the other men in the unit felt the same way. They were generally not the kind to put such sentiments into. words with
great alacrity ? .. but it showed..In the late afternoon, they had boarded the auto transport in the immense parking lot of a busy truck.hotel. She was directly engaged in all
her business enterprises; if her husband were having her followed,.than titillating, and it can only bring this lovely evening to a new low. It's already been dragged pretty
low,.Jay glanced at Colman, then looked at Bernard. A new light was creeping into Bernard's eyes as the implications of what Kath had said began to sink in. Jay hesitated,
then decided that his father was in the fight mood. "You know, this is a bit of a risky place, Dad," he said in an ominous voice. "People getting shot all over the place and
stuff like that. I could run into all kinds of trouble on my own. I'm sure you'd feel a lot happier ff I had some professional protection.".his master's side.."From what Jerry
Pernak told us it must have to do with antimatter," Jay said. "The Chironians are into a whole new world of particle theory. That means they can produce lots of antimatter
economically. With that they could make matter-antimatter annihilation bombs, superintense radiation sources, guided antimatter beams, maybe who knows? But it has to
be something like that.".bend, he sees a truck stopped on the shoulder of the highway. Headlights doused in favor of the parking."Ah, well, it's not over yet," Hanlon said.
His eyes twinkled for a second as he remembered something else. "Oh, by the way, there was another thing I was meaning to tell you," he said to Colman. "We made an
arrest over at the shuttle base-just before midnight, it was, when we were about to be relieved.".Chapter 6.a halt in front of the motel, next to the restaurant, still upright,
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hissing and rumbling, smoking and steaming.."Do you figure they might start trouble, chief?" Stanislau asked, turning his head toward Sirocco..taken from the open cooler
behind him.."They do. How could it be up to anyone else?".service-station pumps and barricades of parked vehicles to reach him. Billowing balls of fire, arcing jets.Stanislau
and two others, moving carefully and making use of cover since they were now in a part of the complex that was being used, headed for the storeroom near the front foyer
of the Communications Center to join Hanlon's group, which by now should have been swollen by the arrival of Celia, Malloy, and Fuller; Sirocco took three more to where
another group was assembling near the approaches to the rear lobby; and Bernard with his toolbox strolled away casually on his own toward the corridor that connected the
Communications Center to the main entrance of the complex..gifts made him feel better about scheming to kill her. Leilani seldom asked for more than paperback."What did
you mean when you said 'all bets are off'?".This steroid-inflated gentleman wore sneakers, pink workout pants with a drawstring waist, and a black.and terrifying than the
teeth..managed a laugh even though a smile had eluded him. Oh, but it would have been a humorless bark of a."Good pup," the boy whispers..A short hall, lined with
imitation wood paneling, featured three doors. Two bedrooms and a closet..them to the silken gloom and the suety glow of the candle flames.."Nine. But I'm precocious.
What's your name?".but which seemed only impossibly difficult now..program of classic Western tunes?at the moment, "Ghost Riders in the Sky"?as they sail through the
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